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" Foreword

The full moon day of the Aashaadha month marking Guru Poornima
or Vyasa Poornima is of great significance for followers of Sanatana
Dharma. The day is earmarked for offering our prayers and respects to
all the Mahatmas incarnate in the lineage of Gurus who lead us along
the path of welfare. In accordance to this tradition, it is the duty of
every Astika to offer prayers on Guru Poornima to all Acharyas of the
Parampara starting from Lord Sadashiva to our Jagadguru.

With the blessings and guidance of Jagadguru Shankaracharya
Sti Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahasannidhanam and Jagadguru Shankaracharya
Sri Sri Vidhushekhara Bharati Sannidhanam, a program has been
conceived to conduct Parayana on the occasion of this very
auspicious Guru Poornima to obtain the compassionate grace
of the Acharyas. As per the directive of the Jagadgurus, Vid-
wans of the Peetham, including Vedabrahmasri T V Shivaku-
mara Sharma and Vedabrahmasri T Sitarama Sharma, have
compiled this small compendium published by the Peetham,
contains shlokas for Parayana, and the Ashtottara Shatanamavalis. It is
titled Guru-Saparyaa, meaning worship of the Guru. Every follower of
Sanatana Dharma may wholeheartedly perform this Parayana on the

sacred day of Guru Poornima and obtain the blessings of the Guru.

Dr. V. R. Gowrishankar
Administrator & CEO,
Dakshinamnaya Sri Sharada Peetham,
Sringeri
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The significance of Guru Poornima
In our tradition, we revere even a person who imparts knowledge
of even a single syllable. Our tradition places the Guru imparting
Brahma-vidya as the highest object of our devotion. The Upanishads
state that all welfare ensues to the one who has immense devotion
towards the Guru just as he has towards God.
N o ¢ S Y
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The Upanishads direct the seeker of the knowledge of the Self to
undertake refuge in the Guru. Srimad Bhagavad Gita also instructs the
secker to serve the Guru, upon which the Guru imparts Self-knowledge.
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On Guru Poornima, worship is oftered to the entire Guru Parampara
beginning from Lord Shiva. Special worship is offered to Bhagavan
Sri Krishna, Bhagavan Veda Vyasa, and Jagadguru Sri Adi Shankara
Bhagavatpada.
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Bhagavan Sri Krishna

The Lord Almighty incarnate as Sri Krishna in the Dwapara Yuga
protected Dharma by annihilating all evil and protecting the noble.
Bhagavan Sri Krishna imparted the knowledge of the essence of the
Upanishads in the form of Bhagavad Gita, with Arjuna as the instru-
ment. ‘This has been depicted beautifully as if the Lord is a cowherd
milking the nectarine Bhagavad Gita from cows that are the Upani-
shads, first for the sake of the calf that is Arjuna and subsequently for

every noble person.

HATYIISG] I G ST |
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Hence we revere Sri Krishna as Jagadguru — “F &g SWIged. .

Salutations to Bhagavan Sri Krishna, the Supreme Preceptor and
Witness, who is the personification of Sat (pure existence), Chit (con-
sciousness) and Ananda (unalloyed bliss), who brings about the state of

blessedness and who is to be known through Vedanta -
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Bhagavan Veda Vyasa

Bhagavan Veda Vyasa is an incarnation of Lord Mahavishnu. Bhaga-
van Sri Krishna declares in the Vibhuti Yoga (Chapter 10) of the
Bhagavad Gita, “G-HEE &AME:” - “I am Veda Vyasa among sages.”

Bhagavan Veda Vyasa, addressed so because he classified the Vedas
into four, is also known by the epithets - Badarayana, as he resides in
Badarikashram - Paaraasharya, as he is the son of Paraashara Maharshi,
and - Krishna-dwaipaayana because he was born on the banks of Ya-

muna river.

Bhagavan Veda Vyasa classified the Vedas into Rig, Yajus, Sama
and Atharva and imparted them to Paila, Vaishampayana, Jaimini
and Sumantu respectively. He penned the Brahmasutras to succinctly
convey the import of the Upanishads. Bhagavan Veda Vyasa composed
the 18 Mahapuranas, Upapuranas and the Mahabharata to describe the
way of life adjoined in the Vedas, and to make easily accessible the prin-
cipal philosophical tenets of Sanatana Dharma for all. In addition, these
works contain many hymns including those widely chanted such as Sri
Vishnu Sahasranama, Sri Lalita Sahasranama, Sri Shiva Sahasranama,
Sri Durga Saptashati among others. Every follower of Sanatana Dhar-

ma is indebted to Bhagavan Veda Vyasa, the Jagadguru.
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Sri Shankara Bhagavatpadacharya

Twelve centuries ago, when Sanatana Dharma was at an ebb and a
number of non-Vedic schools and incorrect interpretations were rife in

society, Lord Parameshwara incarnated as Sri Shankara to the blessed

couple, Shivaguru and Aryamba, in the hamlet of Kalady in Kerala.

Sri Adi Shankara Bhagavatpada completed the study of the four
Vedas by his eighth year, embraced Sannyasa by seeking refuge in Sri
Govinda Bhagavatpada, formally received Atma Vidya from His Guru,
wrote the Prasthana-traya Bhashya and independent Vedantic treatis-
es, composed hymns extolling the Divine in various names and forms,
travelled throughout the country dispelling wrong notions and non-
Vedic schools and imparted the correct Vedic import to everyone.
Sri Adi Shankaracharya propagated the Upanishadic philosophy of
Advaita and lucidly explained the path to Moksha (liberation).

To ensure the continued propagation of Sanatana Dharma, Sri Adi
Shankara Bhagavatpada established four Peethams in the four direc-
tions of the country - the Sharada Peetham at Sringeri (south), the
Govardhana Peetham at Puri (east), the Kalika Peetham at Dwaraka
(west), and the Jyothish Peetham at Badari (North).

It is indeed fitting that Sri Adi Shankaracharya who accomplished so
much in a short life of 32 years, is revered as a Jagadguru for having laid

down the path for ennobling the lives of every human.
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The Jagadgurus of
Dakshinamnaya Sri Sharada Peetham

The Dakshinamnaya Sri Sharada Peetham, the first and foremost
amongst the Peethams established by Sri Adi Shankara Bhagavatpada
at Sringeri, is adorned by an illustrious Guru Parampara begin-
ning from Sri Adi Shankaracharya and His direct disciple, Sri
Sureshwaracharya. All the Jagadgurus of the Peetham have been
carrying aloft the torch of Dharma and guiding Astikas. They
have followed the injunctions for a Peethadhipati as set forth by
Sri Adi Shankaracharya. They have shown the path to welfare
for everyone leading a life of complete adherence to Sannyasa
Dharma. The Sringeri Jagadgurus including Sri Sureshwaracharya,
Sri  Vidyatirtha, Sri Bharati Tirtha, Sri Vidyaranya, (and in
recent times) Sri Sacchidananda Shivabhinava Nrisimha Bharati,
Sri Chandrashekhara Bharati and Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha are deeply
revered by one and all. The current Acharya, Jagadguru Shankaracharya
Sri Sri Bharati Tirtha Mahasannidhanam & the Uttaradhikari Shishya,
Jagadguru Shankaracharya Sri Sri Vidhushekhara Bharati Sannidhanam

occupy a worshipful position in the minds and hearts of all.

It is hence our duty to remember and offer our prayers to this great

lineage of Gurus on the auspicious Guru Poornima.
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Jagadgurus of Dakshinamnaya Sri Sharada Peetham Period of Reign (CE)
1. Sri Shankara Bhagavatpada 788 (Jananam) - 820
2. Sri Sureshwaracharya 820 - 834
3. Sri Nityabodaghana 834 — 848
4. SriJnanaghana 848 - 910
5. Sri Jnanottama 910 - 954
6. SriJnanagiri 954 -1038
7. Sri Simhagiri 1038 - 1098
8.  SriIshwara Tirtha 1098 — 1146
9. Sri Nrisimha Tirtha 1146 — 1229
10.  Sri Vidya Tirtha 1229 -1333
11.  Sri Bharati Tirtha 1333 - 1380
12.  Sri Vidyaranya 1380 - 1386
13.  Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati I 1386 — 1389
14.  Sri Nrisimha Bharati I 1389 — 1408
15.  Sri Puroshottama Bharati I 1408 — 1448
16.  Sri Shankara Bharati 1448 — 1455
17. Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati II 1455 — 1464
18.  Sri Nrisimha Bharati II 1464 — 1479
19.  Sri Puroshottama Bharati 11 1479 — 1517
20.  Sri Ramachandra Bharati 1517 - 1560
21. Sri Nrisimha Bharati ITT 1560 — 1573
22. Sri Nrisimha Bharati IV 1573 -1576
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! Jagadgurus of Dakshinamnaya Sri Sharada Peetham  Period of Reign (CE) '\

23.  Sri Nrisimha Bharati V 1576 — 1600

24.  Sri Abhinava Nrisimha Bharati 1600 — 1623

25.  Sri Sacchidananda Bharati I 1623 — 1663

26.  Sri Nrisimha Bharati VI 1663 — 1706

27. Sri Sacchidananda Bharati I1 1706 — 1741

28.  Sri Abhinava Sacchidananda Bharati I 1741 - 1767

29.  Sri Nrisimha Bharati VII 1767 - 1770

30.  Sri Sacchidananda Bharati III 1770 - 1814

31.  Sri Abhinava Sacchidananda Bharati IT 1814 - 1817

32.  Sri Nrisimha Bharati VIII 1817 - 1879

33.  Si Sacchidananda Shivabhinava Nrisimha Bharati 1879 — 1912

34.  Sri Chandrasekhara Bharati III 1912 - 1954

35.  Sri Abhinava Vidyatirtha 1954 - 1989

36.  Sri Bharati Tirtha
37.  Sri Vidhushekhara Bharati
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1989 — Present

Successor-Designate
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